[YOUR LOGO HERE]


March 6, 2025

Research/Institution Leadership Full Name
Title, Organization
Address 

Dear [NAME],
I am writing to request your support for CanReview, a pan-Canadian collaboration to support a single research ethics review for multi-site clinical trials in Canada with strict timelines.
I am a [researcher, coordinator, patient/participant advocate] in the Department of [if applicable include department, division, etc.] at the [institutuion name]. Briefly describe here your work/engagement with clinical trials.
Many clinical trials in Canada are conducted in multiple institutions or sites across several provinces. Unlike countries such as Australia, Brazil, Denmark, Spain, UK, and US, until now Canada has not had a system to support a single research ethics review for pan-Canadian clinical trials. Multiple research ethics reviews have contributed to delays in trial start-up and completion. These delays have impacted our ability to both complete our own trials and attract global clinical trials to Canada, along with all the research, economic, and patient health opportunities they bring. With new tariffs in place between Canada and the US, ensuring a competitive clinical trials environment has never been more important. As provinces work together to break down inter-provincial trade barriers, the clinical trials industry must not be left behind.  
We now have the opportunity to address this issue. The CIHR Accelerating Clinical Trials (ACT) Consortium held an open competition for teams to lead the organization and running of a pan-Canadian review and approval process for multi-centre clinical trials with strict timelines. Led by an international group of experts in single national REB review systems, the CanReview collaboration was selected to lead a single research ethics review for multi-site clinical trials conducted across Canada, while ensuring the highest ethical standards. With defined timelines for reviews and researcher’s response to reviews, transparent public reporting of metrics, a consistent pathway for submission/reviews via a pan-Canadian web-based platform, and the opportunity for Research Ethics Boards (REBs) across Canada to participate, CanReview will be able to accept applications for REB review by May 2025.
Your leadership is critical for the successful adoption of CanReview. Institutional leaders have the responsibility to determine which REB(s) will review research conducted under their auspices. For decades, institutions in Canada have delegated reviews to external REBs. Such arrangements are well supported by the Tri-Council Policy Statement and applicable regulations. Implementing a single review for pan-Canadian clinical trials has been discussed for decades. Now, with nation-wide consensus and a clear mandate, it is time to move forward as a research community, and we must be part of the effort. As an institutional leader, your championship is paramount to its success. 
An action [institution/organization name] can take now to support this important initiative is to become a CanReview Partner. Registering as a Partner will facilitate ongoing communication with regard to CanReview’s progress and opportunities for engagement. Partners will directly receive information that will help ensure we are ready to participate when the CanReview system is activated. To become a CanReview Partner simply email info@canreview.ca with your request on behalf of our organization to become a partner.  We must be active and visible leaders in this initiative to support clinical trials in Canada.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss. More information about CanReview can be found at www.canreview.ca.
Sincerely,
[NAME]
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